The word hospital is derived from the Latin Jiofpitalis, and this again from the noun 7iospes, a host or guest. Hospital in law is used in England to denote an eleemosynary corporation founded for the purpose of supporting certain descriptions of persons ; whereas in Scotland it more frequently signifies an endowment for the education as well as support of children. In both countries it is also used, popularly to denote an institution for dispensing medical assistance to the poor gratuitously.
Although " When Henry VIII., in the last year of his reign, founded the hospital anew, he gave 500 marks per annum towards its maintenance, on condition that the city also on their part should give another 500 marks a year, which they agreed to do. But when the city took a survey of what was given, by the King for this yearly sum they found the raising of this 500 mark rent to lie only in certain houses, some in great decay, and some rotten and ruinous, and some to whom better tenants had happened, already leased out at terms and rent scarcely sufficient for the help of the poor, so that to make them again work the wonted revenue, and then to continue in the same was no small charge. Pensions also were issuing out of the 500 marks, and granted by letters patent of that King to the hospitaler then, and to other ministers of the same. " The citizens nevertheless were not discouraged with the evil doings of others, and the great fall of their hopes, but provided with what speed they could to the redress of the decays, disorders, and defaults, and bestowed thereabout not much less than ?1,000; whereby in King Edward VI. time it came to such a point that it was fit to receive the number, and to succour them with all necessaries requisite; and accordingly received them, and maintained them. But within five years, after the citizens had the care of this hospital, they were, and that even in pulpits, exclaimed against as if they had wronged this charity, by this mistaken supposition, that 
